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Anti-cancer gene silencing of phosphorothioate siRNAs
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Abstract: At present, there is no chemical system for efficient synthesis of stereospecific phosphorothio-
ate siRNAs (PS-siRNAs), this research designed the modified siRNA to target PLKI1 for cancer thera-
py, enzymatically synthesized Rp phosphorothioate siRNAs (Rp-PS-siRNAs) with ATPaS, CTPaS,
UTPaS by T7 RNA polymerase, and studied the differences between the nat-siRNAs and PS-siRNAs in
serum stability and gene silencing activities. The data showed that the phosphorothioate modification in-
troduced by the enzymatic catalysis could significantly improve the serum stability of siRNA while con-
serving the siRNA interference efficiency. Therefore, the Rp-PS-siRNA via enzymatic synthesis is of po-
tential properties for developing siRNAs as biomedical research tools with a longer half-life in gene silen-
cing.
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1 siRNA  DNA
Tab.1 Sequence of DNA template for siRNA synthesis

oligo-1 5-GATCACTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGAGATCACCCTCCTTAAATATT-3'
oligo-2 3-CTAGTGATTATGCTGAGTGATATCCCTCTAGTGGGAGGAATTTATAAS'
PLKL SRNA T s 5-AAAGATCACCCTCCTTAAATACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTAGTGATC3'
oligo4 3“TTTCTAGTGGGAGGAATTTATGGGATATCACTCAGCATAATCACTAGS'
oligo-1 5-GATCACTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGGGATCAAGAAGAATGAATATT-3'
oligo-2 3 CTAGTGATTATGCTGAGTGATATCCCCCTAGTTCTTCTTACTTATAAS'
PLKLSIRNA 2 s 5'-AAGGATCAAGAAGAATGAATACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTAGTGATC3'
oligo4 3“TTCCTAGTTCTTCTTACTTATGGGATATCACTCAGCATAATCACTAGS'
oligo-1 5-GATCACTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGGGAGAAGATGTCCATGGAATT-3'
oligo-2 3 CTAGTGATTATGCTGAGTGATATCCCCCTCTTCTACAGGTACCTTAAS'
PLKLSIRNA S ioos 5'-AAGGAGAAGATGTCCATGGAACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTAGTGATC-3'
oligo-4 3“TTCCTCTTCTACAGGTACCTTGGGATATCACTCAGCATAATCACTAGS'
oligo-1 5-GATCACTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGTTCTCCGAACGTGTCACGTTT-3'
Negative control  0ligo2 3 CTAGTGATTATGCTGAGTGATATCCCAAGAGGCTTGCACAGTGCAAAS'
siRNA oligo-3 5-AATTCTCCGAACGTGTCACGTCCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTAGTGATC-3'
oligo4 3“TTAAGAGGCTTGCACAGTGCAGGGATATCACTCAGCATAATCACTAGS'
2 siRNA
Tab. 2 Sequence of siRNA
Nat-siRNAs PS-siRNAs
PLK1 5'-AGAUCACCCUCCUUAAAUAUU-3’ 5" =A% G Ak UkCk Ak CCx Gk Uk CCx Uk Uk A Ak Ak U AUk U3’
siRNA 1 3'“UUUCUAGUGGGAGGAAUUUAU-5' 3/ Uk Uk Uk Ck Uk ARG URGG G AXGG Ak Ax Uk Uk U Ax Use5'
PLK1 5'-GGAUCAAGAAGAAUGAAUAUU-3' 5' -GG AXUXCr Ax AXGH Ax A% G Ax Ax Uk G Ax Ax Uk AxUx U3’
siRNA 2 3'-UUCCUAGUUCUUCUUACUUAU-5' 3/ Uk URCHCx Usk A% G Usk Uk G Use Uk Gk U Uk A Gk U Use A% U5
PLKL 5-GGAGAAGAUGUCCAUGGAAUU-3' 5/ -GG AXG AR AXG A* UG UACHCR AR UXGG A Ax Uk Uk-3'
siRNA 3 3'-UUCCUCUUCUACAGGUACCUU-5' 3/ U Uk CrCo UG U Uk G Use Ao Ak G G Uk Ak C G U U5
Negative 5'-UUCUCCGAACGUGUCACGUUU-3/ 5/ Uk Uk G URCRCHG A% A*CHGURG U Cr A*CHG Uk U U3
control siRNA 3'“UUAAGAGGCUUGCACAGUGCA-5' 3" UxUsk A% AXG AXG G CRUR Uk GOk AXCH ARG Uk GOk A5
(* a )
2.2.2 PLK1 siRNAs  PLKI1 PSsiRNAs 5% CO2 12 h. Lipofectamine
5 pmol/L nat-siRNA PS-siR- 2000, Lipofectamine 3000, Ribofect
NA 50% (FBS) ) Rfect ]
37 C .0.1.2.4.6.8.12 FAM siRNA( 10 nmol/L)
24 h 2 ul . 12.5% , HepG2
siRNA PS-siRNA 4 h, s
. Image ] s .
Origin . 2.2.4 qRT-PCR qRT-PCR ,
2.2.3 HepG2 RNA RNA
(ATCC ) 5x10° / cDNA. PLK1 mRNA (Gen-
96 , 10% (FBS, Bank NM 005030)  GAPDH mRNA

Gibco) (DMEM, Hyclone) 37 C (GenBank NM 002046) ,
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PLK1 GAPDH PCR C 3. s . LC96 ,

1 pL ¢cDNA y Ex-Taq (Takara) GAPDH mRNA R

PLK1 GAPDH PCR .95 C ACT PLK1 mRNA
55395 CX5s.,55 CTX10s.,72 CX10 s 40 PCR

;95 C X10 5,60 C X60 5,97 CX1 s
3
Tab.3 Primer sequence

PLK1 5'-ACCTACGGCAAATTGTGCTT-3' 5'-CTCTCCCCGTCATATTCGACT-3'
GAPDH 5'-CAGGAGGCATTGCTGATGAT-3' 5'-GAAGGCTGGGGCTCATTT-3’
2.2.5 , nat- siRNAs(68 37%
PMSF RIPA ) A
BLA ;5\0 o Base :!\O Base
10% SDSPAGE 15 pg w
(200 V 1h), 36 kD GAPDH
O OH OH
68 kD PLK1 ~ SDS-PAGE 0.2 pm 021:,_0, ombs
PVDF ( .200 mA 2h).5% o\ o/ 8 /e
1h ,4°C anti-PLK1
( ,1:2000 ) anti-GAPDH ¢ o ¢ oH
s s
( ,1:5 000 ). TBST
PO PS
1: 2000
1gG-HRP IgG-HRP ) B Nat-siRNAs PS-siRNAs
1 h. ECL , 30bp
20 bp
GAPDH R Marker 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
PLKI1 1 PLKI natsiRNAs PSsiRNAs
1. ;s B. PLKI1 siR-
3 NAs 25bp; 1.5 SIRNA 2.6
siRNA1 ; 3.7 siRNA2 4.8 siRNA3
3.1 natsiRNAs PS-siRNAs .
Fig.1 Synthesis of PLK1 nat-siRNAs  PSsiRNAs
1 ’ T7 Structure of phosphothioate oligonucleotides; B. The
siRNAs, 12.5% length of PLK1 siRNAs supposed to be 25 bp; lane 1 and 5 are
non-specific siRNAj; lane 2 and 6 are siRNA1, lane 3 and 7 are
’ PLKI1 siRNA2; lane 4 and 8 are siRNAS3.
nat-siRNAs  PLKI1 PS-siRNAs.

3.2 PSsiRNA

siRNA
, PS
siRNAs siRNA ,
nat-siRNAs  PS-siRNAs
2 , . PS
siRNAs nat-siRNAs
. FBS 24 h siRNA1
21.51% PS-siRNA1 71. 6%
(P<<0.01), ,PSsiRNA2  PSsiRNA3

versus 32. 27%, P << 0. 01; 63. 99% versus
19. 05%, P<< 0. 01). PS-siR-
NA siRNA ,
siRNA siRNA s
siRNA ,  siRNA
3.3
HepG2

, Lipofectamine
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2000, Lipofectamine 3000, Ribofect ,Rfect
Rfect Rfect

b

3 ,  Lipofectamine 2000, Li- nat-siRNAs  PS-siRNAs.
pofectamine 3000, ribofect

A B C
Nat-siRNAs PS-siRNAs Nat-siRNAs PS-siRNAs Nat-siRNAs PS-siRNAs
R [
241264 2 10MO0 1 246 1224/h 241264 2 10MO 1 246 1224/h 241264 2 10MO 1 246 1224/h
2100 5 - —+—PS-siRNA1 §100 PS-siRNA2) E 100 N e, —e+—PS-siRNAJ]
2 T Z g | N
= \1 1 = | ~
b 2 b :
g 50 * % 50 8 50
[y Pas e .
© ) °
o o
g .gh g \.
=0 = 0 =
5 lQ 15 20 25 5 10 15 20 25 5 10 15 20 25
Time/h Time/h Time/h
2 natsiRNAs PSsiRNAs
A. natsiRNA1 PS-siRNA1 ;B. nat-siRNA2 PS-siRNA2 ;C. nat-siRNA3 PS-siRNA3

Fig.2 Serum stability of nat-siRNAs and PS-siRNAs
A. Serum stability of nat-siRNA1 and PS-siRNA1; B. Serum stability of nat-siRNA2 and PS-siRNA2; C. Serum stability of nat-siR-
NA3 and PS-siRNA3. Bars represent the standard deviation, Data collected from three independent experiments.

A B C
3
A. Lipofectamine 2000;B. Lipofectamine 3000;C. Ribofect ;D. Rfect

Fig. 3 Comparison of different transfection reagents
A. Lipofectamine 2000; B. Lipofectamine 3000; C. ribofect transfection reagent; D. rfect small nucleic acid transfection

3.4 natsiRNAs PS-siRNAs , PS—siRNAT1, PS-siRNA2 PS-siR-
PS-siR- NA3 nat-siRNAs,
NA s siR- (61.1% versus 61.9%; 63.06% versus 55. 2% ;
NA . PS-siRNA 20.3% versus 25.6%). :
siRNA s siRNAs PSsiRNAs  PLKI mRNA
siRNA , qRT-PCR  Western PLK1 ,
blotting nat-siRNA , 1 2
PS-siRNA . 4 , , 3 RNA
mRNA , PBS , 25 )
nmol/L siRNAI1 PLK1 mRNA , siRNA
45% PS-siRNA1 43. 2% . . nat-siRNAs ,PS-siRNAs
PLK1 mRNA; ,PSsiRNA2  PS-siRNA3 ,
nat-siRNAs , siRNA

(38 7% versus 46. 2% ; 20% versus 27%). , siRNA
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A. mRNA ,PLKI natsiRNAs  PLKI1 PSsiRNAs
;1. PBS; 2. Rfect ;3.
siRNA; 8. PSsiRNA1; 9. PSsiRNA2; 10. PSsiRNA3. 3

nat-siRNA; 4. nat-siRNA1; 5.

PBS Rfect non-specific sequebcel sequebce2 sequence3
sequence

PLK1 PS-siRNAs

;B, C. ,PLKI nat-siRNAs PLKI1 PS-siRNAs
nat-siRNA2; 6. nat-siRNA3; 7. PS-

s % :P<C0.05; % % .P<<0.01.

Fig. 4 Gene silencing effects of PLK1 nat-siRNA and PLK1 PS-siRNA
A. Gene silencing effects of PLK1 nat-siRNAs and PLK1 PSsiRNAs at the level of RNA; B, C. Gene silencing effects of PLK1 nat-

siRNAs and PLK1 PS-siRNAs at protein level; 1.

PBS; 2. Rfect reagent; 3. non-specific nat-siRNA; 4. nat-siRNAT; 5.

nat-siRNA2; 6.

nat-siRNA3; 7. nonspecific PSsiRNA; 8. PSsiRNAI; 9. PSsiRNA2; 10. PSsiRNA3; Data were collected from three independent ex—

periments; * P<C0.05; * % . P<< 0.01.
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